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Account of the voyage on the Beautiful river
made in 1749, under the direction of Mon-
sieur de Celoron, by father Bonnecamps.

ONSIEUR,
M It was not possible for me last year, to give
you an account of my voyage on the Beau-
tiful river.

All the vessels had left Québec when I reached it.
I could, it is true, have written you by way of New
England; but I had many things to say to you which
prudence would not allow me to send through the
hands of the English. Therefore, in spite of the
great desire that I had to respond to the confidence
which you have shown me, I have chosen the alter-
native of deferring to do so, until the departure of
our vessels.?

We left la Chine on the 15th of June, toward 3
o’clock in the afternoon, numbering 23 canoes both
french and savage. We slept at pointe Claire, about
two leagues distant from la Chine. The next day,
although starting out quite early, we made hardly
more progress; and we gained les Ceédres with much
difficulty, because of the Cascades up which we had
to ascend with our canoes, where the greater number
were badly injured by the rocks.

The 17th. A part of the day was employed in
mending them, and in doubling pointe des Cedres
[‘“ point of Cedars'’] with half-cargoes. At night,



